
 



  

 

 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Itôs a pleasure to share with others what our Lord is doing through the 
Health Care Ministries of Lifeline Christian Mission.  On behalf of all of 
us at Lifeline, and the precious people ministered to and WITH in 
Haiti and Honduras, thank you for your interest.  We hope and pray 
that you will find the information helpful.   
 
Lifeline hosts several dozen work teams to Haiti and Honduras each 
year (500+ persons) and nearly every team includes health care 
professionals of various backgrounds.  Enclosed is information on our 
health care programs in Haiti and Honduras.  As Director of our 
Health Care Ministries, it would be my privilege to discuss them with 
you.  Once you have reviewed the enclosed materials feel free to 
contact me at our main office in Westerville, Ohio.  You may also 
reach me by email: Gretchen@Lifeline.org or look us up on the web: 
www.Lifeline.org 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you in the near future. 
 
 
In His service & yours, 
 
Gretchen L. DeVoe, LPN 
Health Care Ministry Director 
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Mission Statement 

 
Lifeline Christian Mission was called into existence in 1980 to 
proclaim the Good News abroad and teach the Great Commission at 
home, while centering Jesus Christ in all ókingdom buildingô activities. 

 

 
Methods 

 
Lifeline accomplishes this mission through various ministries: 
preaching, teaching, personal discipleship, church planting, Christian 
schools, medical and dental care, clothing, food, vocational training, 
jobs and by providing volunteer opportunities. Being called to work 
with the impoverished people of Haiti, Honduras, El Salvador, and 
Cuba, Lifelineôs ministries call for us to show Christôs love by meeting 
the physical needs, as well as spiritual needs of people.   Lifeline 
works primarily through the nationals in each country.  By teaching, 
training, and providing jobs through the mission, the people of these 
nations are allowed to grow and develop for Christ and for service in 
His name. Additionally, hundreds of Christians serve in volunteer 
capacities both stateside and in the foreign fields to help accomplish 
the purposes and goals of the mission.  At the same time, volunteers 
experience personal growth through their involvement in mission 
service. 

mailto:Gretchen@Lifeline.org
http://www.lifeline.org/


  

 
 

Health Care Ministry 
 
Lifeline has three Christian Health Centers ï two in Haiti and one in 
Honduras.  All Health Centers are staffed with Haitian and Honduran 
nationals.   
 
Lifeline welcomes and recruits small groups of volunteer health care 
professionals to come, serve and to teach.  (Through experience, we 
have found that frequent, small groups of health care workers are 
better than large groups to accomplish Lifelineôs goals.)  The 
emphasis is on teaching and prevention, directed first at the children, 
while further educating and developing staff, community and 
students.  All patients first hear a message from Godôs Word, often 
brought by health care volunteers, and then are prayed with 
individually at the conclusion of treatment.   Our desire is to have 
small groups come frequently. These health care professionals 
enhance the ministries and services already in place and bring with 
them the latest knowledge in treatment protocols as well as 
pharmacology and supplies.   
 
All types of health care workers can find a place of short-term service 
with Lifeline. Volunteer Christian health care workers are welcome in 
small groups to serve and teach.  In the countries where Lifeline is 
ministering, government health department regulations and criteria 
exist. Lifeline must comply with these requirements and visiting health 
care professionals must agree to abide by these and other criteria as 
defined by Lifeline.   
 
Lifelineôs short-term mission trip program hosts 500+ people per year 
in Haiti and Honduras.  The dorm style living conditions for volunteers 
are excellent and include safe water, electric, indoor plumbing, 
showers, industrial kitchen for meal preparation, and a great place for 
team devotions, fellowship and rest.  Most teams are scheduled for a 
ten-day period, and occasionally, extended stays can be arranged. 
Married coupleôs rooms are also available. Lifeline hosts and leads all 
teams in the fields and creates all schedules.  Those participating in a 
work team with Lifeline are provided with a guidebook, rules of 
conduct and dress, and a daily schedule of the team membersô 

responsibilities and activities.  Lifeline is a Christian Church/Church of 
Christ mission and although we do not prohibit non-Christians from 
participating in work teams to Haiti or Honduras, we have a defined 
set of rules of conduct and dress that persons must adhere to when 
participating with Lifeline in the field. 
 
Gretchen DeVoe, Co-Founder and Director of the mission, has 
primary oversight for all health care ministries in Haiti and Honduras.  
Dr. David Pound, M.D., a Lifeline Director, is our Physician 
Representative and Advisor and makes regular annual trips to the 
mission field to serve in the health care ministries there.   
 

Health care primary care providers are needed in the mission 

fields at least annually for periods of 1 to 4 weeks to serve in 

Lifelineôs clinics in Grand Goave, Haiti and Colony Ocotillo (San 

Pedro Sula), Honduras.  Although we have national physicians 

working in both countries, visiting professionals can serve in the 

clinics and may participate in other ministry opportunities and 

activities.  The primary requirement is that persons are 

Christians and willing to participate in prayer with patients and 

in helping Lifeline keep the main focus of evangelism.  

 
For additional information or to schedule a trip, contact Lifeline 
Christian Mission: 614-794-0108 or Laborlink@Lifeline.org. 

 



  

Health Care 

Ministries: Haiti 
 
In Haiti, Lifeline Christian 
Mission has two Christian 
Health Centers that provide 
outpatient clinic 
consultations: one in Grand 
Goave and one in Port au 
Prince.  The clinic in Grand 
Goave provides five 
exam/treatment rooms, a 

pharmacy, storage area, minor surgery room and more. A modern 
dental wing is also part of the clinic and optometry equipment is 
available at our Eye Clinic. The clinics are staffed with Haitian 
workers full-time.  
 
Visiting health care professionals help staff the clinic with nearly every 
work team and we are able to utilize the skills of nearly any health 
care professional willing to come and serve.  Visiting work teams work 
side by side with Haitian nationals.  Our regular Haitian staff consists 
of a physician, dentist, registered nurse, nurse assistants, dental 
hygienist, a pharmacy technician and maintenance workers.  
Annually, over 15,000 patients receive health care regularly. 
 
Gretchen DeVoe, Co-Founder and Director, currently oversees all 
areas of the medical program administration: orientation, directing 
health care teams, directing and supervising the Haitian staff, 
development of programs and ministries relating to children health, 
nutrition and community health, as well as serving patients in clinic 
regularly. 
 
The most frequently treated illnesses in these developing nations are 
associated with poor nutrition, infectious diseases, poor hygiene, lack 
of education, childhood diseases, diarrhea, dehydration, respiratory 
conditions, malaria, typhoid, hypertension and an overall lack of 
adequate health care delivery facilities. 
 

In 1995, Lifeline began special clinics and educational classes for 
selected groups: 1) Pregnant women; 2) Mothers with infants and 
small children; 3) Family planning groups; 4) Diabetic and 
hypertensive patients; and 5) Malnourished infants and small children.  
Approximately 1000 families are in these groups.  They come 
regularly where they first receive spiritual teaching from Godôs Word, 
then educational classes in such subjects as hygiene, nutrition, 
avoiding disease, prenatal and postnatal care, infant care and 
feeding, family planning and more.  Following their classes, which are 
interactive and allows for questions and answers, they are seen in 
consultation in the clinic.  This program has been well received within 
the community and people are waiting in line to be received into one 
of these groups.  Lifeline encourages and welcomes those who would 
teach in these special areas.  
 
In addition to caring for those people of the communities, our students 
in our Christian schools have priority in receiving health care.  We 
have 9000+ students in our Christian schools in Haiti. In 2001 Lifeline 
hired a nurse to provide mobile medical services to school students at 
4 outpost schools under Lifelineôs umbrella, thus expanding services 
to the hardest hit in these countries, the children. 
 
In 2003 Lifeline was blessed to have two young men return to serve 
with the mission as dentists; they grew up in two of Lifelineôs Christian 
schools, received scholarship support from Lifeline, and upon 
graduation have been employed as the primary dentists in Haiti.  
 
In 2005 two Registered Nurses, graduates of our Scholarship 
Program and former residents of our Lovelink Childrenôs Home, 
became the first Lifeline-supported nurses to return to serve with the 
mission. These nurses provide health care services to the children in 
our schools as well as serve with the other resident Haitian staff and 
visiting work team staff. 
 
Construction was fully completed in 2005 on Lifelineôs Eye Clinic in 
Grand Goave, Haiti and eye care professionals are being sought to 
come to Haiti and serve in this new, air conditioned, and fully 
furnished facility. 
 
Lifeline has constructed special dormitory and dining facilities for all 
work team visitors.  This facility can accommodate several dozen 



  

people in dormitory style.  Clean, deep well water and regular electric 
makes the living accommodations more than adequate and 
comfortable.  American style food is prepared for visiting workers. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Health Care 

Ministries: 

Honduras 
 
In Honduras, Lifeline has 
one Christian Health Care 
facility in Colony Ocotillo 
consisting of primary 

medicine and dental services. Lifeline received a marvelous blessing 

when FAME (Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangelism), in 
Indianapolis, Indiana granted Lifeline funds toward the construction of 
a new Christian Health Center at Colony Ocotillo, on the outskirts of 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras.  This facility has a similar design to the 
facility in Haiti.  The center includes a dental wing and OB facilities.   
 
The Colony Ocotillo residents, numbering over 10,000 people, are 
five miles from the nearest alternative health care facility.  Thus, our 
center provides care for literally thousands on a regular basis.  In 
2001, a Birthing Center was completed in the facility.  A Honduran 
physician, a nurse and maintenance workers serve full time; a dentist 
serves part time.  Caring for the school children is the first priority but 
the entire community is also served through this facility. 
 
The types of health care problems that are most frequently seen in 
Honduras are similar to those in Haiti: conditions related to poor 
nutrition, diarrhea, dehydration, infectious processes, 
injuries/accidents, pregnancy and pregnancy related problems, etc.  
In the summer of 1995, a small cholera outbreak struck Colony 
Ocotillo and several died before it was known to be cholera.  It was 
quickly controlled with proper medications and by educating the 
community. Lifeline was instrumental in the treatment of some 
patients and in getting the outbreak under control.  Unfortunately, not 
before one of our schoolgirls, little Isabel Meza, died suddenly from 
the disease, only 8 hours after becoming ill in the night.  
 



  

We are very thankful to everyone who participates in Lifeline and 
especially those who are involved in health care, nutrition/feeding 
assistance, providing medicines and medical supplies and 
contributing regularly for the monthly expenses associated with on-
going operations. 
 
In Honduras, as in Haiti, we have comfortable, modern dormitory and 
dining facilities for all work team visitors.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Care 

Ministries &  

Work Team 

Details 

 
 
 

 

Purpose and Philosophy of Ministries 
Á Lifelineôs primary purpose is to evangelize.  By meeting 

physical needs, people are touched with the love of Christ 
and many come to Christ as a result of the blessings and 
healing that takes place. 

Á Lifelineôs methods call for us to work with people both 
spiritually and physically. 

Á The health care ministry is just one of many ministries 

that are all designed to lead people to a saved 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Á The primary day-to-day operations of the mission occur 

through the nationals in the countries where Lifeline serves. 
Lifeline hires, trains and helps to develop the indigenous 
people within each country.  This method provides continuity 
of staff and educational and training opportunities for the 
Haitians and Hondurans, as well as providing employment.  
Thus the on-going ministries can occur without the presence 
of visiting work team personnel. The nationals contribute vital 
cultural and practical viewpoints in the overall health of the 
patients. 

 




